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FALMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL
MUNICIPAL OFFICES,
FALMOUTH, CORNWALL. TR11 2RT

Telephone: Falmouth 315559 (STD Code 0326) Town Clerk: E.G. Dawkins
Falmouth Art Gallery — Falmouth 313863
My Reference Your Reference Date
EGO/CW 15th August 1989

Dear Michel
Further to my letter dated 1llth August 1989, I have now recelivec
information from the Royal Air Forces Escaping Socletiy.

1 enclose o copy of a letter dated 1lth August 1989 from the Chairman of
this society who have been somewhat dilatory in their response, however,
the information in the last paragraph of the letter should prove extremely
interesting for the history of Douarnenez which you are coempiling.

I regret that there Is no record of Flt. Lt. White butl you now have a
contact with Gordon Carter who may furnish you with further knowledge of
the war time events in your region. Best wishes.

ncerely

Michel Mazeas

Marie de Douarnensz

Ville de Douarnenez

29174 Douarnenez >
Brittany

France




RovyaL AIR Forces EsSCAPING SoOCIETY

(Registered under the War Chanties Act 1940)

R.AF.E.S. CHARITABLE FUND
(Registered under the Chanites Act 1960)

President
AIR CHIEF MARSHAL Sir LEWIS M. HODGES
K.CB,CBE, DSO, DF.C

206 BROMPTON ROAD
LONDON SW3 2BQ
Chavrman 01-584 5378
CAPTAIN F. H. DELL,
Secretary:

Mrs. E. LUCAS HARRISON August 11, 1989.

The Town Clerk

Falmouth Town Council
Municipal Offices

Falmouth Cornwall TR1l 2RT

Dear Sir,

You wrote to this Society on June 12th (Your Ref. EGD/CW) and I do regret
that it has taken me until now to reply.

In answer to your questions, we have no record of Flt.Lt. white having
escaped or evaded capture after being shot down on February 12, 1941.
From the extract from the Public Records Office I rather fear that he and
his crew were lost. :

Regarding a photograph of a Beaufort I was on the point of writing to
the RAF Museum at Hendon fpr one of the postcards which they supply of
any type of wartime aircraft, but perhaps you could do this. Their
address is : RAF Museum, Hendon, London NW9 S5LL (Tel. (0l1) 205-2266).

May I say that we have a particular interest in Brittany because of the
part its people played in the Resistance and because of the great help
given to many of our men during their escapes. Douarnenez was one of
the centres of such activities.

By coincidence a member of of the American Escape and Evasion Society,
the Reverend James E. Armstrong, has been in touch with us to say that

he crossed from Douarneznez to Falmouth in the fishing vessel BREZEZIEL
arriving on January 25, 1944. He is curious to know whether the

BREZEZIEL returned safely to France and whose boat it was. With him on
the trip were three RAF men, viz. : Sgt. Nick Matthews, Leslie Woollard
and Flt.Sgt. Max Fiedler. Of these three Leslie Woollard was a member

of the RAF Escaping Society until his death in 1985. He was hidden in
Douarnenez by a Madame D. KERVAREC who lived then at 16, rue Jean Bart.
Monsieur Michel MAZEAS might care to contact our member Gordon CARTER who
lives at Hiboud an Dour, Ar Gouez, 22620 PLOUBAZLANEC (Tel. 96-55.86.04)
and who has extensive knowledge of wartime events in the region.

With kxind regards, o,

FALGUTH 10,0, Cid
e
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Youys ,sincerely, REC v 25
b : 15 AUG 1s0Y
AY
Cap Conv
Chairman . ¥
VICE PRESIDENTS TRUSTEES OF THE R A F £ S CHARITABLE FUND
AlR CHIEF MARSHAL Se ALASDAIR STEEDMAN
AIR MARSHAL S DENIS CROWLEY-MILLING GCBCBEDFC
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AND MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE




FALMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL
MUNICIPAL OFFICES,
FALMOUTH, CORNWALL. TR11 2RT

Telephone: Falmouth 315559 (STD Code 0326) Town Clerk: E.G. Dawkins
Falmouth Art Gallery — Falmouth 313863
My Reference Your Reference Date
EGD/CW 11th August 1989

Dear Michel

Following your request for a photograph of the Bristel Beaufort, I have now
received a post card of the air craft from a Mr. Hancock, 27 Venton road,
Falmouth, it would appear that they were also used by the 217th and 22nd
Squadron.

It requires patience to obtain some results and this involves time for
research. Best wishes to you and all our friends in Douarnenez.

Yours sipferely

R,
Vi

Tgun Clerk

Michel Mazeas

Maire de Douarnenez
Ville de Douarnenez
29174 Douarnenez.




FALMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MUNICIPAL OFFICES,
FALMOUTH, CORNWALL. TR11 2RT

Telephone: Falmouth 315559 (STD Code 0326) Town Clerk: E.G. Dawkins
Falmouth Art Gallery — Falmouth 313863
My Reference Your Reference Date
EGD/Cu 12th June 1989

Dear Michel

Thank you for the excellent book producac by Roger Kerinac which was
successfully delivered oy Albert, I am indeed pleased te be the recipient
of such a wonderful gift. May 1 reguest that my best wishes be forwarded
to Roger Kerinec whem I hope to see on my next visit to Douarnenez.

The search for the photograph of a Beaufighter and information regarding
the aircraft of 22nd Squadron invelved in the Treboul raid continues, I
have ubtilised the services of Radio Cornwall and this county radio appeal
has resulted In a Mr. G. Hancock of 27 Venton Road, Falmouth appearing in
my office stating that he served with the 22nd Squadron at St. Everal
during 1942. It is possible that he may have photographs of the actusal
Beaufighter but this will dinvolved a search st his home to ascertain
whether his wife has not thrown them out. A further letter has been
forwarded to the RAF Escaping Society, this address was from Ted Penticost
who you recently met in Douarnenez. If and when further information
appears, I will forward this to you immediately.

Best wishes from Francis and myself to you, your famfly and all our friends
In Douarnenez

Yours singerely

{E.G awkips

michel Mazeas

Marie de Oouarnenez
3 rue Martenot

BP 66a

35031 Rennes
Douarnenez
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VILLE DE DOUARNENEZ

TELEPHONE (98) 92.18.18

Adresser Ia correspondance
& Monsieur Le Maire.
B. P, 137
29174 Douarnencz

en rappelant les références ci-dessous :

SECRETARIAT GENERAL
Lettre No

OBJET -

VOTRE REF :

REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE

.

Douarnenez, le 27 février 1989.

Michel MAZEAS
Maire de Douarnenez

A

Eric Dawkins
Town Clerk

FALMOUTH, TR11 2RT

Dear Eric,
How are you ? Fine, I believe !

I send you to day a copy of a letter I sent to the "Musée
de la R.A.F." - LONDON.

I hope you can understand my bad English language

Please, may you write a few words to the "Conserva-
teur”, about our good twinning relations. I suppose that a letter
from you would be a good introduction for my request.

Thank you Eric, and so long !

Michel MAZEAS,
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SKOL: UHELAR VRO Douarnenéz, le é7 février 1989.

29174 DOQUARNENEZ

INSTITUT CULTUREL
DE BRETAGNE - Monsieur MAZEAS

Maire de Douarnenez

Correspondance a adresser Vice-Président de la Section

Histoire de 1'L.C.B.
A

a M. Michel MAZEAS, Maire
HOtel de Ville

Monsieur le Conservateur

du Département des Recherches

Musée de la R.A.F.
HENDON.LONDON MW 9.5 L.L.

GREAT BRITAIN

Monsieur le Conservateur,

We are looking for a lot of historical details about history of
our town, DOUARNENEZ, a fishing harbour, in the western part of BRITTANY.

We are trying to write a book about all the events we are able
to know, from to day to the prehistorie days.

I am in charge of the story of all the airmen who lived in DOUAR-
NENEZ, or all the airmen who participated in an event in relation with
the story of our town.

About one of those events, I cannot find all the details I need.
I hope that you can find it for me !

It is about the bombing of TREBOUL, a village near DOUARNE-
NEZ, on November the 28th, 1941. ;

I believe it was an action of the "COASTAL COMMAN D", which
probably started from SAINT . EWAL, or ROBOROUGH (CORNWALL ).
But, I am not quite sure,

The target was an Hotel ("HStel de la Baie"), in front of the beach,
where a lot of Kriegsmarine's officers, used to meet, in a quiet spot, near
an interesting fishing harbour,

The date of one of those meetings was sent by radio from a "Ré&-
seau” of French Résistance to their "correspondants' in England.

on/uo




If it is posasible, can you send me the official note about this
event, and if it is not possible, just only the type of the aircraft (was
it a "BRISTOL BEAUFORT" ?), the name of the pilat and h1s “curiculum
vitae", and what it resulted about the action.

‘

Your sincerly

Michel MAZEAS

N.B., May be, you habe a complete note about "DOUARNENEZ and R.A.F.".
I would be very interested by such a note.




FALMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MUNICIPAL OFFICES,
FALMOUTH, CORNWALL. TR11 2RT

Telephone: Falmouth 315559 (STD Code 0326) Town Clerk: E.G. Dawkins
Falmouth Art Gallery — Falmouth 313863
My Reference Your Reference Date
EGD/CwW 9th March 1989

Dear Michel

Thank vyou for your letter of the 27th February enclosing a copy of your
letter to the Royal Air Force Museum in London. I can assure you your
written english is far better than my French.

I have written to the Curator of the Royal Air Force Museum who's correct
address i1s as follows:

P.G. Murton B.A., L.A.A.,
Curator

Aviation Records

Royal Air Force Museum
Graham Parkway

Hendon

London NW9 5LL

In order to assist you further, I have requested the local newspapers to
request those residents living near St, Eval Aerodrome during 1241, to
forward any information they may have of the Flying Operations. I note that
you refer to St. Eval and Roborough (Plymouth) being used by RAF Coastal
Command, may I suggest that should you obtain details of the squadrons
operating from these Airfields, I could maske enquiries to ascertain whether
there is an RAF Association of which some members may have served in the
respective squadrons.

May I say I was more than delighted to receive a letter from you and I
would like to convey the best wishes of Francis and myself, not only to
you, but all our friends in Douarnenez.

Best wishegs

-

wl

!

Monsieur Michel Mazeas
Marie de Douarnenez
Marle Hotel de Ville
29174 Douarnenez
Brittany

FRANCE




VILLE DE DOUARNENEZ REPUBLIQUE FRANGCAISE

TELEPHONE (98) 92.18.18

Douarnenez, e 1% AVR. 1989

Michel MAZEAS
Maire de DOUARNENEZ

Adresser la correspondance

& Monsieur Le Maire. 3
B. P. 137
29174 Douarnenez Eric DAWKINS
en rappelant les références ci-dessous : Town Clerk
FALMOUTH - CORNWALL
IS;E;ZEI;;:R'AT GENERAL TR II 2 RT
OBJET :
vOTRE REF
Dear Eric,

Thank you for your letter of 9th March. I did received yesterday a letter from
Mr R.C. NESBIT who gave me many details about the strike on TREBOUL. You can find
it, enclosed, for your information. I try to pursue further, for I would want to know what
it happened to F/L WHITE ant his crew after their crash on 12th February 1942. I shall
be deeply sorry that the sea has been their last grave...

Now, if it is possible, can you find one or two good photos of "BRISTOL BEAU-
FORT", flaying or at ground, during the last war, at SAINT EVAL, or in an other stage ?
1 have just a photo of a "BEAUFIGHTER" and it is not the same aircraft il

Mes amitiés a toi et a Francis.

Et merci encore.

Sincerly.

Michel MAZEAS
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SKOL: UHELAR VRO

INSTITUT CULTUREL |
DE BRETAGHE ' Le 11 septembre 1989.

M. MAZEAS
a ad a: Maire de DOUARNENEZ o
Corresponcance; dretaz Vice-Président de la Section Histoire
Monsieur Michel MAZEAS de I'I.C.B.
Maire

Hé6tel de Ville
29174 - DOUARNENEZ

[

M. Eric G. DAWKINS
Town Clerk

FALMOUTH CORNWALL
TR 11 2 RT

GREAT BRITAIN

Dear Eric

Thank you for your last letters and for the photo of the BRISTOL
BEAUFORT.

I have now obtainded some results about my researches.

Unhappily MATT WHITE was shot down on 12 February 1942 during
a sipping-strike, on the day of "Channel Dash". He is buried at the Géneral
Cemetery, Hook of Holland.

Basil HAMMERSLEY and Leslie P.D. FORDHAM also died, and
their bodies were not recovered.

But one of the members of the crew who bombed TREBOUL is
still alive and well. I did receive a letter from him last week.

You are right, Eric, When you wrote me about this involves time:
I know very well Gordon CARTER. He is one of my friends.
About the escape of James E. ARMSTRONG, on 1943, he is a

friend too ! He came back to Douarnenez on 1981 for a short visit, 37 years
after his escape.

soifons




The world is a small bowl !

Best wishes to all our friends in Falmouth (I met, on 14 july, Philip
FOX and the crew of "Quaker Girl". We spent a good moment at TREBOUL
and at home !).

Yours sincerly.

Michel

\

b((’/'




FALMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MUNICIPAL OFFICES,
FALMOUTH, CORNWALL. TR11 2RT

Telephone: Falmouth 315559 (STD Code 0326) Town Clerk: E.G. Dawkins
Falmouth Art Gallery — Falmouth 313863
My Reference Your Reference Date
EGD/CW 12th June 1989

Dear Michel

Thank you for the excellent book produced by Reger Kerinec which was
successfully delivered by Albert, 1 am indeed pleased to be the reciplient
of such 2 wonderful gift. May I request that my best wishes be forwarded
to Raoger Kerinec whom I hope to see on my next visit to Douarnenez.

The search for the photograph of a Beaufighter and information regarding
the aircraft of 22nd Squadron involved in the Treboul raid continues. I
have utilised the services of Radio Cornwall and this county radic appeal
has resulted in a8 Mr. G. Hancock of 27 Venton Road, Falmouth appearing In
my office stating that he served with the 22nd Squadron at St. Everal
during 1942. It is possible that he may have photographs cof the actual
Beaufighter but this will involved a search at his home to ascertain
whether his wife has not thrown them out. A further letter has been
forwarded to the RAF Escaping Society, this address was from Ted Penticost
who you recently met in Douarnenez. If and when further information
appesrs, I will forward this to you immediately.

Best wishes from Francis and myself to you, your family and all our friends
in Douarnenez

Yours singerely

E.LG /tﬁ‘wk s

Michel Mazeszss

Marie de Douarnenez
3 rue Martenot

BP 66a

35031 Rennes
Douarnenez




FALMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL
MUNICIPAL OFFICES,
FALMOUTH, CORNWALL. TR11 2RT

Telephone: Falmouth 315559 (STD Code 0326) Town Clerk: E.G.Dawkins
Falmouth Art Gallery — Falmouth 313863
My Reference Your Reference Date
EGD/CW 11th August 1989

Dear Michel

Following your reguest for s photograph of the Bristel Beaufort, I have naw
received a post card of the air craft from a Mr. Hancock, 27 Venton road,
Falmouth, {t would appear that they were also used by the 217th and 22nd
Squadron.

It requires patience to obtain some results and this involves time for
research, Best wishes to you and a8ll our friends in Douarnenez.

Yours sipferely

n b
Tan Cférk

Enc

Michel Mazeas
Maire de Douarnenez
Ville de Douarnenez
29174 Douarnenez,




RovyaL AIR FORCES ESCAPING SOCIETY

(Registered under the War Charities Act 1940)

R.AF.E.5. CHARITABLE FUND
(Registered under the Charities Act 1960)

Presigent
AIR CHIEF MARSHAL Sir LEWIS M. HODGES
Kce,C8.E, D50, D.F.C

206 BROMPTON ROAD
LONDON 5wW3 2BQ

Ohrairman: 01.584 5378
CAPTAIN F. H. DELL,

Secretary:

Mrs. E. LUCAS HARRISON August 11, 1989.

The Town Clerk

Falmouth Town Council
Municipal Offices

Falmouth Cornwall TR11l 2RT

Dear Sir,

You wrote to this Society on June 12th (Your Ref. EGD/CW) and I do regret
that it has taken me until now to reply.

In answer to your questions, we have no record of Flt.Lt. White having
escaped or evaded capture after being shot down on February 12, 1941.
From the extract from the Public Records Office I rather fear that he and
his crew were lost. :

Regarding a photograph of a Begufort I was on the point of writing to
the RAF Museum at Hendon fpr one of the postcards which they supply of
any type of wartime aircraft, but perhaps you could do this. Their
address is : RAF Museum, Hendon, London NW9 5LL (Tel. (01) 205-2266).

May I say that we have a particular interest in Brittany because of the
part its people played in the Resistance and because of the great help
given to many of our men during their escapes. Douarnenez was one of
the centres of such activities.

By coincidence a member of of the American Escape and Evasion Society,
the Reverend James E. Armstrong, has been in touch with us to say that
he crossed from Douarneznez to Falmouth in the fishing vessel EREZEZIEL
arriving on January 25, 1944. He is curious to know whether the
BREZEZIEL returned safely to France and whose boat it was. With him on
the trip were three RAF men, viz. 1 Sgt. Nick Matthews, Leslie Woollard
and Flt.Sgt. Max Fiedler. Of these three Leslie Woollard was a member

of the RAF Escaping Society until his death in 1985. He was hidden in
Douarnenez by a Madame D. KERVAREC who lived themn at 16, rue Jean Bart.
Monsieur Michel MAZEAS might care to contact our member Gordon CARTER who
1ives at Hiboud an Dour, Ar Gouez, 22620 PLOUBAZLANEC (Tel. 96-55.86,04)
and who has extensive knowledge of wartime events in the region.

With kind regards,

PP
fﬂtln;lvsn LR TR "-;‘
i S TTN

Youys ,sincerely, ' RECRTT S
Zﬂk @ 15 AUG 1zoy

AT L
Cap

Chairman COL™ ™7 mul
E——— S g— ———

VICE PRESIDENTS TRUSTEESOF THER A F E S CHARITABLE FUND

AIR CHIEF MARSHAL Sir ALASDAIR STEEDMAN
AIRMAKRSHM. S+ DENIS CROWLEY-MILLING GCBCBE DFC

CB.CBE.DSO.DFC.AE

W BRAZILL.Esa DF.M BARONESS AIREY ol ABINGOON

AND MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE




FALMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL
MUNICIPAL OFFICES,
FALMOUTH, CORNWALL. TR11 2RT

Telephone: Falmouth 315559 (STD Code 0326) Town Clerk: E.G. Dawkins
Falmouth Art Gallery — Falmouth 313863
My Reference Your Reference Date
EGD/CW 15th August 1989

Oear Michel

Further toc my letter dated 1l1th August 198%, 1 have now received
informatien from the Royal Air Forces Escaping Society.

I enclose a copy of a letter dated 11th August 1989 from the Chairman of
this society whe have oeen somewhst dilatory In their response, however,
the information in the last paragraph of the letter should prove extremely
interesting for the history of ODcuarnenez which you sre compiling.

1 regret that there is no record of Flt. L%, Wwhite but you now have =2
contact with Gordon Carter who may furnish you with further knowledge of
the war time events in your reglon. Best wishes.

Michel Mazesas

Marie de Douarnenez

Ville de Douarnenez

29174 Douarnenez =
grittany

France




